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ТНЕ lMPACT OF GAS PRICE INCREASE IN BELARUS 
ВЛИЯНИЕ ПОВЫШЕНИЯ ЦЕН НА ГАЗ В БЕЛАРУСИ 

Согласно RОН1,ешш11 nереход11 11а рыночные цены, российская ком­

nаш~я: •Газnро.1 с нача.1а 2007 г. уста11ов11.1а более высокие цены на 
сырье, поставJ1яе:-.~ое в Республю<у Беларусь. В рабСlтедается аналнз си­

туаци11 в эконо:-.tш<е страны до 11 после данflых событий н делается по­
пытка спрогнозировать дa.1ыtel'in111e действ11я обеих сторон. 

Belarus' centra1ized state-dominated economy has performed well ove1· 
tl1e past few years. T!te governrneпt' centrally вdrн.inistered socially 
orie11t.ed policies liave fncilitated rapid rea.J income growth, near-full 
employшent., and 11 reduction in poverty to the lowest level itt tl1e CTS. GDP 
growth averaged 8.2 percent in 2002-2005 . FavoraЫe energy import 
prices supported blgl1 gro\vth, particularJy in 2005. А wid ning gap 
bet\vec11 world prices Ior Belarus' e11ergy-intensive exports and prices of 
e11ergy iщports from Russia have provided а large and inaensi11g зn1ount 
of tradi11g gain . These lJave Ьеел tlistribнted throughout. tl1e economy, 
i11cluding transfers a11d st1bsid.ies to state-owned enterprises, blgh b11-
rfgetary investment, as 've11 as economy-\vide mandated wage increases, 
and reccш1mended lending, supporting domestic demand. 

But since 1 JanL1ary th!! terms of gas sнpply have changed greatly. Оп 
31 December 2006, late at 11lgl1t, Belarus and Gazprom signed а 5-year 
supply and transit contract according to which Belarus will buy gas from 
Gazprom in 2007 at S I OO instead of $ 46 .68 per thousand cublc щetres 
(mcm) previously. The official press-release states that startшg from 1 
January 2008 tl1e gas price wШ depend 011 export price Ior Енrоре. 

Tl1e implications of this coнtract are as follows. First, stRrting from 
2011 Belaras wНI /1ave to рау the fнll E1Jrnpean glll! price. ThP issue, \\•\1ich 
щау cause diirici1lty later 011 is that it is not clear at wblch point iп time, 
алd at which location in Еuгоµе. Gazprom is going to calct1latc tltis price, 
Т\1е transit fee via Beltr1шsgaz ( · orthern Lig11ts) pipetines has been 
increased from $0. 75 to $1.45 ре1· шст 1 OOkm. Tlte presfi·relt•11s~ dоев not 
111entjon thf' vnlщnes oi gas to Ье delivered, but Iпterfax quotes thr 
Helarнsian FirsL Deµuty E11t.>1·gy М1niste1· s11ying tl1at 21.2 Ьсш will Ье 
delivered in 2007 wit/1 tl1e possil>ility ot' 11 fнrtl1er 0.6 ь~ш if canditions 
allow (а sig11Нic1щt i11c1 eu!;c from tl1e 20.5 bcm re~eived in 2006). Second, 
tr1e same press-release also states tl111t Gazprom wi11 buy 50 Yu of Bel­
iransgaz 11. sPts for $2.5 bn, making fo11r equal payments during the period 
of 2007 2010. Лnd third, intport ntly, it is envist\ged t\1at а11 payn1ents 
are to l>e пiade i11 casl1. 

\Vith n<J rcalistk alternutiveв to Ьuу r.heaper gas - or indeed any gas -
elы?,vhcre, Belarus seenis to have secured а very good deal. Perl1aps even 
too good fщ· it.s longevityl Belarнs will still Ье buy1ng J{US :1t а lower ~rice 
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than апу otЬer Gazpr·oш customer (apart from tl1e Russiaп domestic 
ш11rket) althougl1 at а s11bstaлtially higl1er price t11an $46.68/ mcni tlнit 1t 
paid previously. An inc1·ease in traпsit voluшes via the Nort.hern Lights 
pipelinc from 14 to 15.7 bcm ,vш provide Belarus with addШonal 
reveпues , especially keepi11g in mind the increase in transit. fees. Fu­
rtl1ermore, havi11g secured its sЪare in Bcltransgaz's ownership, Gazprom 
нught Ье more willing to invest in the refui·Ыslimeпt of tlle Northe1·n 
T~igbls pipeliлes as well as bringiпg the Yaшal-Europe pipeliнe to its fttll 
projected capac1ty of 33 bcm. 

The рrоЫет tl1at raises questions about. thc duraЫlity of the ag­
reemeлt is t.he fact that, whereas the prjce for 2007 is fixed, tl1e prices for 
2008-2010 are not. AH110ugl1 the agreeшeвl lays out tlн~ principle of lюw 
tl1ese prict-s arc to Ье calculated - as а percentage 01' the European export. 
price - it does поt spell out how Gazprom will cal ·ulate the lattet. While 
this lack of clari ty nщу give bot\1 sides шоrе room for inanoeuvre iп tlн~ 
fut11re, Lhe danger is tl1at it could lead to а situatioп t.llat when the tiшe 
comes to announce а t1ew price for 2008, Be1arus mjgltL raise objections to 
t\1e new figure due to а different interpretation of ''European export 
prices". 
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LOTТERY BUS[NESS IN BELARUS 
ЛОТЕРЕЙIIЫЙ БИЗНЕС В ВЕЛАРУСИ 

В переводе с нтальm1скоrо rлo1Jo •лотерея• означает •улыбка фор­
ту1:1-ъа. Повсюду в мпре сегодня лотерейный бизнес является одним из 

Еш11более nрибьшьных. Он процветает в таккх европейских странах, 

как Ита;шя, Великобритlll!ня, Франция и Ис11авия. ОднаRо в последнее 

время лотерейнъ1й б11знес стаRовится все 60J1ee поrrулярпьrм и в Респуб­
ляке Беларусь. Это пpиueJt(J к созданию нескольких круuных орrаниза· 

цнй, конкурирующих в данной сфере. В работе предпринимается по­

пы·rка рассмотреть особенности лотерейного 611знеса в пашет~ стране, а 

та.к же дать оценк:,1 его эффективности. 

ln Italia11 tl1e 'vord "lottcry" meaлs "а srnile of fortune" . Tr1.1cing the 
first sigпs back to the ш1tiqнity, tl1c Jottcries 1щtl grown Ьу tJ1e 2lst 
cc11tuгy into 11 \1Jcrative business 1·a11king in the top tcn in Еш·оре in it>rms 
of ttirnover. Today tJ1e list of t.he co\шtries holding national 1 ttt"ries i 
long and is not restгictecl Ьу апу 1·eligious or polit.ical co11si<le1·ut1011s. 
Лccording to Н1е ~tutisticol data, tlie most gamЫe-loving r111iio11s are 
Jap11n, Itoly, тrent Britai11, Spai11 апd France. However, we J111ve seen 
recently tl1ut our fel\o\v-cotшtryшe11do11ot юiпd Lo c/1ase "the Ыueblrd of 
}щppine1;s" eit}1er. Aщong t1le reasoпs fог tlнs 11rc Ll1e iшproved well-bcшg 
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