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NNEPCIEKTHBBI PA3BUTHSI PECNTYB.IUKH BEJIAPYCh
B YCJIOBUSAX PBIHOYHON 3KOHOMHUKH

T.B. Bynax
@Qunuan bI"3Y (Bobpyiick)

BELARUS AND THE EUROPEAN UNION:
TENDENCIES OF MUTUAL RELATIONS AND PROSPECTS
BEJIAPYCbH M EBPOINEMCKHI COI03:
TEHIAEHIIUN BBAMMOOTHOLUEHU I U NEPCIIEKTUBbI

Esponeiickuii COi03 ABNSETCA OJHUM H3 TPeX OCHOBHBIX M Haubolee pa3BUTBIX
LeHTpoB coBpeMenHoro mupa Hapaay ¢ CILA u Snonueit. 31o xpynHeimas Mupo-
Bas TOpProsas JlepXKaBa, Ha KOTOPYIO IIPHXOIMTCA MOYTH HeTBEPTh MHPOBOH TOPros-
. Pacumpenne Esponeiickoro Coro3a Ha BocTok npuseso k ToMy, 4TO B HAacTOA-
utee Bpems oH umeeT ¢ Pecry6nukoit beaapycs 061yio rpaHuily MpOTAXEHHOCTHIO B
HECKOJTBKO COTEH KHJIOMETPOB. DTOT (aKT BBIHYXKIAeT HANONHUTL HOBBIM COMEPXKa-
HUCM Kak eBpoileiickyio nomutuky benapycu, Tak n nonmutuxy EC no oraomenuio k
Benapycwu.

Ognnaxo, B nenoM, pacwiupenre EC u npubanxenne ero x 6en0pycckuM rpanu-
11aM MMEeT NONIOKHUTENbKOE 3HaYeHne 1 pecnybnuky. Beanb no 6onsuiomy cuery K
rpanuiiam bBenapycn tnpubnwkaercs KpynHeHWwMii MHPOBOH PBIHOK C BBICOKMM
ypoBHeM notpeGIIeHHs. W JOXOIOB HACENeHHMA, MOIIHBIA WHBECTOP C HOBEHLUMMH
TEXHOOIMAMH, HOY-Xay, COOCTBEHHBIMHN PBIHKaMH.

The European Union (EU) is a superanational and intergovernmental union of
27 states in Europe. It was established in 1992 by the Treaty on European Union (The
Maastricht Treaty), and is the de facto successor to the six-member European
Economic Community founded in 1957. Since then new accessions have raised its
number of member states, and competences have expanded. The EU is the current
stage of a continuing open-ended process of European integration. The EU is now the
largest political and economic entity in the World, with around 493 million people
and a nominal GDP of €10.5 ($13.7) trillion. The Union is a single market with a
common trade policy. It has its own currency, the Euro — already adopted by 13
member states. The Union has a Common Agricultural Policy, a Common Fisheries
Policy, and a Regional policy to assist poorer regions. It has initiated a limited
Common Foreign and Security Policy, and a limited joint policy on crime.

In more recent times, the European Union has been extending its influence to the
east. Expansion of the European Union on the East has led to that now it has with
Belarus the common border in some hundreds kilometers. This fact compels to fill
with the new contents both the European policy of Belarus, and a policy of EU in
relation to Belarus.
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As an integral part of the European continent and a promoter of peace and
development, Belarus gradually embodies the idea of good-neighborliness. The
European vector is one of the priority directions of foreign policy of Belarus. This
priority is caused by many factors — historical, economic, political and cultural.
Belarus aspires to construct parity, mutually advantageous relations with the
European states. Thus the major sphere of cooperation is trade and economic. Belarus
is developing most effectively trade and economic cooperation with Germany,
Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Italy, France,
Belgium. The mutually important issues of trans-border cooperation, fighting crime,
strategic transit, maintaining regional contacts, environmental and cultural
cooperation serve as an additional incentive to building constructive relations
between Belarus and the EU in the specified fields. Development of relations with the
EU can increase cross-border cooperation, allowing greater cooperation on economic
development, environmental protection and border management. Greater access for
Belarusian products, provided European standards, to the EU market of 480 million
consumers, which would help to increase Belarus’ trade and subsequently enhance
the country’s further economic development. So, we would have deeper economic
and trade relations and more business opportunities.

M.H. Buonenmui
Quauan BI'3Y (Bobpyiick)

INVESTMENT CLIMATE AND PROSPECTS
FOR INVOLVEMENT OF FOREIGN INVESTMENTS IN BELARUS
WHBECTULIMOHHBIN KJIUMMAT U NEPCITEKTHBEI
JU1S IPUBJEYEHUS WHOCTPAHHBIX HHBECTHUHH B BEJIAPYCh

B Pecny6nuxe Benapych chopmMupoBana ¥ pearusyercs JONroCpoOYHas rocynap-
CTBEHHas WHBECTHUHOHHAsS NOMUTHKA. [TpunaT VIHBECTHLHOHHBIA KOIEKC ~ OCHOBO-
NONAralolMK NOKYMEHT, PeryIupyoIUHii He TONBKO HAUMOHANBHBIE, HO W HHO-
CTpaHHble MHBECTUIIMH Ha TEPPUTOPHH CTpaHbl. B cuiy BeirogHoro reorpaduyecko-
ro nonoxenus benapych sBjseTCA CBOEro pojia I/IaLAapMOM AJA 3apyOexHBIX HH-
BECTOPOB B IIaHEe OCBOSHHS HOBBIX EPCNEeKTHBHEIX PhIHKOB cTpan CHI'.

The Republic of Belarus is at the crossroads of railways and motor-roads, oil, gas
and product pipelines and communication systems between East and West. Over the
period of 2002-2006 the country received more than 3.5 billion US dollars worth of
foreign investments, including US$ 1.8 billion of direct investments.

The most attractive sectors for foreign investors in the Republic of Belarus are:
machine building and metalworking, light, chemical and petrochemical,
woodworking, food industries, as well as trade activities, communications, transport,
and medicine.

About 3000 companies have been set in our countries with participation of
investors from 77 countries of the world. The five leading investor countries are:
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